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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 1920 
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TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUBJECT: EANES HITS SEPARATISTS 

REF: (A) LISBON 1385 (DTG 231655Z FEB 78) (NOTAL), 

(B) LISBON 1368 (DTG 231 139Z FEB 78) 
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SUMMARY: PRESIDENT EANES SWORE IN COMMAJDER ALMEIDA E 
COSTA MARCH 14 AS PRESIDENT OF THE CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION 
FOR MADEIRA AND THE AZORES. AT THE CEREMONY, EANES 
CONDEMNED SEPARATISTS AS WILLING TO SACRIFICE REGIONAL 
INTERESTS TO EXTERNAL ECONOMIC ANS TRATEGIC INTERESTS. 

END SUMMARY. 
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1 . ALMEIDA E COSTA TAKES OFFICE: REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL 
MEMBER COMMANDER ALMEIDA E COSTA WAS SWORN IN MARCH 14 
AS PRESIDENT OF THE CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION FOR THE 
AUTONOMOUS REGIONS. THE CONSTITUTION AUTHORIZES THE 
COMMISSION TO OPERATE ATTACHED TO THE PRESIDENCY AND TO 
ISSUE OPINIONS UPON REQUEST ASSEMPLIES ON THE 

LEGALITY OF REGIONAL LAWS AND THE CONFORMITY OF NATIONAL 
ACTS WITH REGIONAL RIGHTS. THE CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION 
HAS NOT FUNCTIONED UNTIL NOW. AND STILL LACKS FOUR 
ADDITIONAL MEMBERS TO BE APPOINTED BY THE LEGISLATIVE 
AND REGIONAL ASSEMBLIES. 

2. EANES HITS SEPARATISTS: EANES USED THE OCCASION OF THE 
SWEARING-IN TO: 

- CALL THE CONSULTATIVE COMMISION'S FUNCTIONS DECISIVE FOR 
THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE REGIONAL AUTONOMY; 

- BLAME DIFFICULTIES IN THE CONSOLIDATION PROCESS ON 
THE INERTIA AND INEFFICIENCY OF PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION; 

- ACCUSE SEPARATISTS OF SACRIFICING REGIONAL CONCERNS TO 
OUTSIDE ECONOMIC AND STRATEGIC INTERESTS (READ QADHAFI AND THE 
SOVIETS) (REF A). 

3. AZOREAN REACTIONS: MADEIRAN REPRESENTATIVES ATTENDED 
THE CEREMONY, BUT AZOREAN REPRESENTATIVES WERE NOTABLY 
ABSENT, REPORTEDLY DUE TO FLIGHT DELAYS. THERE HAS BEEN NO 
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OFFICIAL REGIONAL REACTION AS YET. BUT AZOREAN GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS, DURING A RECENT VISIT OF ALMEIDA E COSTA TO 
THE AZORES, EXPRESSED THEIR SKEPTICISM TO AMCONSUL PONTA 
DELGADA AND EMBOFF REGARDING THE BENEFITS TO THE AZOREANS 
OF A SUCH AN OVERSIGHT COMMISSION. MINISTER OF THE 
REPUBLIC GALVAO DE FIGUEIREDO HAS TOLD US THE 
CONSLUTATIVE COMMISSION WOULD BE USED TO GIVE A BASIS FOR 
VETOING REGIONAL LAWS WHICH WERE ILLEGAL, BUT NOT 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL. 

4. COMMENT: THE AZOREAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT HAS EXPLOITED 
INSTITUTIONAL AND LEGAL GAPS TO TEST THE LIMITS OF AUTONOMY 
(REF B). THE CONSLUTATIVE COMMISSION COULD CLOSE SOME OF 
THESE LOOPHOLES. PRESIDENT EANES’ TOUGH STATEMENT PUTS 

ALL CONCERNED ON NOTICE THAT PORTUGUESE AUTHORITIES WILL 
BROOK NO NONSENSE FROM SEPARATISTS. 

BLOOMFIELD 
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